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Give a Little – Get a Lot   

Liz Beyer

We’ve just started the year and there’s already a lot of work to be done by
NDHRA. Even more area DeKalb resident’s associations are collaborating to
gain greater influence with our county commissions and CEO about important
issues that concern homeowners, such as sidewalks and infill housing.This is
also an election year with several key positions in our county to be decided 
by voters this fall. So, if you’ve recently moved into our neighborhood or are 
a long-time resident, we would love to have join us as a member and volunteer.
With your help, NDHRA will continue to work to maintain the quality of our
area, and help spread a sense of community among neighbors.

Quarterly Meeting & Ice Cream Social

Sunday, March 14 
4:30 pm 

Join us for our
Ice Cream Social and Quarterly Meeting

Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation
2500 Clairmont Rd.

News about your neighborhood

PLEASE PRINT

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

Phone _____________________  Email ________________________________

How long have you lived in the neighborhood?____________________________

■■ I’m a first time member.
■■ I’m a renewing member.

Would you like to participate in 
one of the following Committees?

■■ Zoning/Land use    

■■  Environmental Enhancement     

■■  Community Relations 

■■  Newsletter/Communications

■■  Membership

■■  Neighborhood Watch Block Captain 

North Druid Hills Residents Association 2004 Membership and Donation Form

Annual Membership is $30 and runs from January through December.
All memberships received after October 1st are applied to 2004. Please make checks payable to NDHRA.

Payments can be mailed to the following address, or dropped off at the December meeting.
NDHRA, Inc., P.O. Box 95965,Atlanta, GA 30347

Contribution Amount $ _________________
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Natural Gardening: Gardening for the Future 

As our natural habitats and greenspaces continue to
decline, more people are understanding the impact their
activities have on the natural world. Attend a free lection
from local leaders in natural gardening as they discuss what
home gardening can do to promote ecological healing.

Speakers: 

“Understanding the Natural Areas of the Georgia
Piedmont,” Connie Gray; Ecological Resource Specialist,
DeKalb County Parks & Recreation 

“Backyard Wildlife Habitats,” Vicki Seastrom;
Sr. Education Coordinator, National Wildlife Federation
(Atlanta Field Office) 

“Natives for the Wild at Heart,” Kathryn Gable;
Co-Director of the Native Plant Botanical Garden at
Georgia Perimeter College 

Saturday, March 6 
10am-1:30pm 
Decatur Library
215 Sycamore Street 
(1/2 block east of Decatur MARTA station) 
The event is free

For additional information and to RSVP: 404-377-8388
To view a description of lecture go to: www.gnps.org

The Natural Gardening Symposium is Sponsored by:
DeKalb County Soil & Water Conservation District 
DeKalb County Extension Service 
Georgia Native Plant Society 

PEDS Sponsors Rush Hour Slow Down 

Wednesday March 24 , 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
During morning rush hour on March 24, neighborhoods
will work together with PEDS, police officers, and the
media to bring attention to speed limits and crosswalk
laws, particularly on neighborhood streets.

Using their cars to calm traffic, dedicated drivers will serve
as Neighborhood Pace Cars by observing the speed limit
on neighborhood streets. Meanwhile, participants on foot
will carry picket signs stating “State Law -- Stop for
Pedestrians in Crosswalks.” When possible, local police
officers will “re-enforce”our efforts. The Slow Down will

be followed by a "Spring into Health" walk to school event 
on March 26.

Participating neighborhoods must provide a coordinator
responsible for recruiting and training volunteers, picking
up and returning signs and other materials, and identifying
targeted streets and crosswalks.

If you are interested in coordinating a Slow Down in your
neighborhood on March 24, please contact Dianne Olansky
at 404-873-5513 or education@peds.org.

The Benefit of Homestead Exemption   

Eric Peterson

Whether you are a seasoned home owner or first time
buyer, be sure to file for homestead exemption on your
primary residence. Homestead exemption is an exemp-
tion you may claim against the taxable value of your
home as long as you own and occupy that home as your
primary residence on January 1st of the year in which 
the exemption is being claimed. Homesteading allows 
for a predetermined deduction of a dollar amount from
the assessed value to determine property taxes.

The filing period in Dekalb County for homestead exemp-
tion is January 2nd through May 1st. The application is
obtained from the Tax Commissioner’s office and may be
returned by mail as long as it is postmarked no later than
May 1st. You may also download and print an application
online at www.co.dekalb.ga.us/taxcommissioner.
A taxpayer need only to file once, for the exemption 
carries over from year to year as long as no changes 
are made to ownership or residency.

Decks&More, Inc.

Specializing In:

• Kitchens 

• Decks & Sunrooms 

• Basements 

• Screened In Porches  

• Additions

770-235-6929
fax 770-438-9095

www.decksandmore.biz



Meet Your 2004 Board

Liz Beyer
President

Fama Drive
liz@wertime.com
(404) 633-5700

Eric Peterson
Vice President

Emory Place
eric_peterson1@yahoo.com

(404) 315-1259

Maureen Corley
Vice President

Fama Drive
ranchomo@hotmail.com

(404) 634-9054

Gayle Peeples
Secretary

Laurel Park Circle
gpeeples@mindspring.com

(404) 315-7943

Conner Allred
Board Member

Bristol Drive
connercan@attbi.com

(404) 634-4165

Peter Laing 
Environmental Enhancement

Chair/Board Member

Berkeley Mews
scipl@attbi.com
(404) 321-7551

Tom Eidson 
Neighborhood Watch

Captain/Board Member

Fama Drive
rthomaseidson@hotmail.com

(404) 579-1132

Caren Feingold 
Membership Chair

Bridgeport Drive
c_feingold@hotmail.com

(404) 320-6128

Scott Wertime 
Communications Chair

Fama Drive
scott@wertime.com

404-633-5700 

John Steinichen 
Zoning and 

Land Use Chair

Merrimac Court
stein@mindspring.com

(404) 636-2723
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Help for Older Adults Now Available 
“There’s No Place Like Home”…Toco Hills

Toco Hills is a wonderful place to live. That’s why so
many older adults have called it home for 20, 30, 40 or
more years.As of the latest US Census, the Toco Hills area
is home to 2,097 adults over the age of 65, 15.73% of the
total population living in the community. Due to this high
concentration of older adults in this community it has
been designated as what they’ve termed a Naturally
Occurring Retirement Community, or NORC. Toco Hills is
a NORC not because the community was designed as a
senior community, but because many long term residents
have “aged in place.”

“There’s No Place Like Home”…Toco Hills was created
by the Jewish Family and Career Services to bring together
the creativity, energy and buying power of area older
adults and to develop services that may have been
unavailable or perhaps unaffordable. The goal is to tailor
programs and services to meet the needs of this older
adult population so they have the opportunity to live
independently, at home, as long as possible.

Highlights of the program include:

• Working to better understand the needs of older adults
in the community

• Provide older adults with information and referral to
programs and services 

• Develop innovative programs and service to assist 
older adults to stay living in their own homes and 
communities as long as possible

• Special outings and events 

The organizers are looking for volunteers to assist with
services, but also want to remind us to work to create a
senior friendly community by being mindful of our older
neighbors and becoming involved in our community.

There’s No Place Like Home is located in the Jewish
Family and Career Services satellite office at Congregation
Beth Jacob on the lower level of the building. Please call
to learn more about the NORC and all of the wonderful
services and programs available to Toco Hills residents.

Jewish Family and Career Services at Toco Hills 
1855 La Vista Road, Atlanta, Ga 30329  
(678) 244-6658



Integrity • Commitment • Success

Eric Peterson
Real Estate Consultant

404-531-3257
www.ericsellsatlantahomes.com • ericp@kw.com

My Pledge To This Community
For every closing I have either in this community
or as a result of one of your referrals, I will donate 

$200 to your neighborhood association.

Now That’s Commitment!
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Voting Reminders

To vote in the Party Primaries on 7/20/04 and the runoffs
on 8/10/04 register by 6/21/04.

To vote in the General election on 11/2/04 and the
runoffs on 11/23/04 register by 10/4/04.

In addition to traditional absentee voting, ballots may be
cast in advance Monday through Friday of the week prior
to any election by appearing at the absentee clerk's office.
You may go online to printout a voter registration form at:
http://www.sos.state.ga.us/elections/applications.htm
or call 404-298-4020 for more information.

Community-Wide Issues  

John Steinichen

Good communications have been established with neigh-
boring civic associations.We have major common inter-
ests.Arousing most interest is the twin issues of infill
development and tear-down of existing housing and
rebuild with mega-housing. Compatibility is a serious prob-
lem.The resulting increase in density can disrupt the estab-
lished balance between infrastructure and development.
County regulations are inadequate and political will is
missing. Differing opinions abound. Money, not quality of
life, is starting to dominate the debate.There is a tentative
date of Thursday, March 18th for a countywide meeting
being hosted by area neighborhood associations to address
infill housing concerns with our Commissioners and CEO.

The Oak Grove area is under developer pressure.The Oak
Grove Civic Association sued to overturn a BOC decision
overturning a Planning Commission rejection of a subdivi-
sion plat for Oak Grove Estates. Superior Court upheld the
BOC and an appeal to State Court was denied.The BOC
action stands.There were some clear violations of the
Subdivision Regulations, actually directed by staff, that the
BOC ignored, which will probably be exploited by devel-
opers.This has been a nightmare for our Planning
Commissioner, Don Broussard. He tried to advocate the
Planning Commission’s decision and get the County’s laws
upheld.As a result, he has been harassed with ethics com-
plaints by the developers, who oppose his efforts to serve
community interests rather than theirs.

Supposedly, the County is aggressively enforcing the Sign
Ordinance. Most violations involve real estate sign loca-
tions. Non-governmental signs are not permitted in the
street right of way.All of the small corner lead-in direc-
tional signs are illegal.They are in the right of way and are
not on the property being advertised. In addition, some
on-site signs actually hang over the curb, clearly not
behind the property line.There are also limitations on size
and number of signs. Code Enforcement policy is to not
make surveys, but to rely solely on complaints. Sign viola-
tions will not be dealt with unless specific complaints are
filed. Complaints can be called in to Code Enforcement at
404-417-1240. Be sure to give exact location.

The Annunciation Day School 
2004 – 2005 registration now underway!

Located in your neighborhood, at 2500 Clairmont Road, we 
provide quality early childhood education for children ages 2 to 5.
Come see how our Georgia certified preschool and kindergarten

create a pattern of success for children in our loving, caring,
Orthodox Christian learning environment. Please call to make 

a reservation for your tour or to answer any questions.

Co-Directors:
Elizabeth Spetseris (770) 621-0990
Michelle Constantinides (404) 874-7531



Raven Writes...

The poop on the pets of Fama Pines and surrounds

As I put my paws to the keyboard again, I cannot help 
but note what a beautiful day it is today. Spring may soon
be here. In fact, I’m certain that it cannot be too far away.
Michael has already given Behr and I our early spring 
clipping. So don’t be surprised if you don’t see me out 
on a walk for a week or so.

When you have seen us walking recently, you may have
noticed our companion.A cute little Welsh terrier named
Gryffin has been in our company this winter and looks to
be for the indefinite future.

If you’re not familiar with Welsh terriers, you would note
our Gryffindor. He is an excellent example. Gryffin, as we
call him, has a short, wiry coat of black and red. Some may
be wheat or tan but Gryffin is red.The black creates a sad-
dle-shaped pattern on his back. Gryffin weighs 22 pounds.

Those that have encountered Gryffin on our walks know
he is very friendly both with people and with other dogs.
In fact, he always seems to have a happy, smiling expres-
sion. If Gryffin is indicative of the breed,Welsh terriers are
certainly playful and even a bit mischevious.

Bred to be a working dog, terriers “go to ground” accord-
ing to Dan (the man at the other end of Gryffin’s leash).
Though Gryffin is not bad about it, terriers tend to dig.
Even so, his back yard looks better than ours did at that
age. But then, there were two of us and we’re three times
his size.

Like most terriers, Gryffin can be aggressive and persist-
ent (Behr would say stubborn). Michael and Dan throw
that ball and throw that ball. He just keeps on going. So,
if you are thinking about getting a terrier, note that they
need lots of exercise.

Many people choose a specific breed of dog by matching
the personality to their life styles. A good idea but Dan
recommends going to a reputable breeder. Each breed has
its own personality but it also has its own issues.Welsh
terriers, for example, can be prone to skin allergies and
the breeder can advise you.
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Some say terriers are difficult to train.We’ve observed that
if Gryffin thinks it is fun (better yet, if he thinks the idea
is his own) then he is all for the activity in question.
Therefore, housebreaking is a little more of a challenge
than with other breeds.Waiting to pee is not fun when
you’re not used to it.

So, be sure to say hi to Gryffin when we’re out walking
next.The two black dogs with him aren’t his bodyguards
although we do have a tendency to bark and lunge. Really,
we’re just excited to see another furry face –and a tiny bit
jealous of Gryffin’s ability to be friends with everyone.

Our Michael notes: Introducing another male dog into 
a household will bring territorial issues to the surface.
Especially the surfaces of your furniture. Even a well-
trained and mature dog like Behr will suddenly feel the
need to mark his territory and forget his housebreaking.
This can be very disturbing and yelling only makes him
feel less secure. Return to crating for awhile and keep 
a close eye whenever he is out.As for the furniture, I’ve 
discovered that there are several organic products avail-
able online and in stores that utilize bacteria to remove
the stains and odor.They actually work very well and can
help restore your friendship with your pet. Can’t it, Behr?

Raven Writes is the who’s who in pet gossip and some useful insight
into related subjects. If you know of a good candidate for an inter-
view, please let Raven’s secretary know (michaelwmartin@msn.com).

Conner Allred
Your friend, neighbor and realtor...

404-636-0313 x40
www.connercan.com
Holley Realty & Associates,  Inc.
2749 LaVista Road • Decatur • Oak Grove Center

“Bye, Bye, Birdie”

(No – the dogs were not involved.) The DeKalb School 
of the Arts presents us with opportunity to see great 
live musical performances by very talented high school 
students. This is in the Old Briarcliff High School at 
2415-B N. Druid Hills Road. For the spring schedule the
school is presenting “Bye, Bye, Birdie,” a popular and very
lively musical. Performances are at 8 pm on Mar. 25, 26, 27
and April 1, 2, and 3 and a matinee at 2 pm on Mar. 28.
One of these will be a dinner theater to be announced
later. The show tickets are usually $8, except the dinner
one, and $6 for children.The parking is easy, or you 
can walk.



News From the Environmental 
Enhancement Committee

All-in-all, 2003 was a pretty good year 
for the neighborhood and the EEC, we
executed most of our goals for clean ups.
Although attendance waned in the later
part of the year we still were able to get
things done.

Here is a preliminary schedule 
for the first two quarters of 2004:

Sat March 6
Fern Creek walk & clean up 
(rain day Sat. Mar 13)

Sat May 1
Georgiana & Jan Hill area & retaining wall 
reconstruction behind Marstens (rain day Sat. May 8)

EEC meetings for 2004 will be held every quarter, the
dates are Thursday Jan 29,Thursday April 29,Thursday 
July 29 & Thursday October 28.

Please keep your eye out for any potential or existing 
environmental problem areas. You may send me an email
describing the problem area. We all need to be vigilant
about these issues in order to keep our neighborhood
looking as it should.

TIP: Any old partially full paint cans will be accepted 
by the regular trash pick up ONLY if you mix it 
with cat litter until it solidifies and the lids are 
off so they can see it is a solid.

In closing, I would like to thank all those who have 
participated in the events that took place last year.

Regards,

Peter Laing

Peter Laing
EEC Chair

scipl@attbi.com
(404) 321-7551
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Neighborhood Parks and Physical Activity
(NPAL) Research Project 

A group of Georgia researchers from Emory University,
the Georgia Institute of Technology, the Carl Vinson
Institute of Government at the University of Georgia, and
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have been
awarded a grant of nearly $600,000 by the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation to study urban neighborhood parks
as a setting for physical activity.

This three-year project involves 2 phases. Phase 1, which
starts in the Spring of 2004, will involve surveys of park
users in a sub-sample of DeKalb Co. parks. These surveys
will explore what people do in parks (relaxing, socializ-
ing, vigorous exercise, etc.), how they travel to the park
(car, on foot, by bicycle etc.), and the demographic charac-
teristics of park users. On-site physical activity assess-
ments will be conducted to measure the level of physical
activity engaged in by users at various parks. In addition,

Trees for Toco

A special thanks to Trees Atlanta and Jean O’Connor from
Providence Homeowners Association for organizing the tree
planting around business in the Toco Hills shopping area.
The January 24th planting was a big success with over 35
trees and almost 30 volunteers that included area resident
associations and Boy Scouts, in addition to the great group
from Trees Atlanta. Jean hopes to do it again next year.

park features and amenities as well as neighborhood fea-
tures will be studied to determine the role these may play
in facilitating or hindering park use. In the second year of
the study, research volunteers will be recruited in the
communities served by the parks.Active users of parks
will be paired with control subjects who do not typically
use parks, and their respective physical activity levels will
be monitored for 7-day study periods by accelerometers, a
type of pedometer worn on the hip whose sensor gauges
physical movement.

As a final product, researchers will make policy recom-
mendations for enhancing physical activity within both
new and existing parks.To assist in development of policy
recommendations, the project will have an advisory com-
mittee composed of individuals representing parks and
recreation, planning, architecture, real estate, pedestrian
and handicapped accessibility, public health, and commu-
nity groups involved in local parks.

For more information, please contact Karen Mumford at:
404-727-7229 
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Construction on the Cliff Valley School 
is well underway (#7).There is no word 
on the expected expansion of Our Lady 
of Assumption Church on Briarcliff.
Expansion and improvement of Central
Congregation Church at the end of
Rosalind, and the addition to the Unitarian-
Universalist Church on Cliff Valley Rd., are
complete.Work has not started on redevel-
opment of the Lutheran Church site.

Continuing Projects

Initial contact has been made by a developer
looking at the so-called Simsberry property
at Knob Hill and North Druid Hills Rds. (#1
on map). He acknowledged the necessity of
working with our neighborhood.The next
step would be a meeting with the Zoning
Committee.This property is for sale.

The lawyer for a new developer looking at
the Berkeley Oaks property (#2 on map)
near North Druid Hills Rd. contacted the
Committee months ago, but there has been
no further discussion.Whether the owner is
selling outright or just offering development
rights is not known.A previous poorly
designed subdivision proposal was defeated.

Assemblages

A serious effort to buy out Childerlee Lane
is underway (#3).The residents are divided.
Some appear to have agreed to sell but most
have not as yet. Fourteen standard high-
quality houses are involved.The R-85 zoning
would have to be changed in order to allow
total redevelopment at the purchase prices.
This is a pure speculative endeavor to create
ten acres of raw land after demolition suit-
able for high density redevelopment. Some 
of the residents have contacted the Zoning
Committee, but there has been no overture
from either the agents forcing the issue or
the probable developer.

There is a possibility of an assemblage on
North Druid Hills Rd. across from the 1st
Alliance church (#4).The Merry Hills Civic
Association does not appear to be interested.

Church and Schools

The Christian Church on North Druid Hills
Rd. directly across Mt Mariah Rd from the
Firestone store is selling out to a synagogue
who will use the existing building until a
new one can be built behind it in the first
stage of a long-range plan to redevelop the
property (#5).

The 1st Alliance Church has applied for
exemptions to County requirements for road
improvements along their frontage, principally
right-of-way dedication and widening (#6).
The County does not always impose such
requirements on churches that are not under-
taking major improvements.

Land Use Updates

John Steinichen
Zoning and Land Use Chair
stein@mindspring.com

(404) 636-2723
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Thanks

NDHRA would like to thank the Greek Orthodox
Cathedral of the Annunciation for hosting our December
General Meeting and Pot Luck.

Become a contributor or an advertiser 
to the Fern Creek Crier! 

Advertising Fees
1/8 page ad(business card size): $35, 1/4 page ad: $70

Above fees are for digital ads supplied by the 
advertiser. Ads can be created for an additional fee.

Distribution
The Fern Creek Crier is hand delivered to approx.
900 households.

Contacts
Ad Submissions: Gustavo Machado 

(404) 982-1030 
gusmach@mindspring.com 

Article Submissions: Liz Beyer 
(404) 633-5700
liz@wertime.com

See our web site at www.ndhra.org

Jo Kenney,Associate Broker

Certified Residential Specialist
Graduate Realtor Institute

Accredited Buyers Representative
Certified Internet Professional

“Serving Buyers & Sellers 
With Honesty & Integrity”

1944 Clairmont Road
Decatur, Georgia 30033

Metro Atlanta
Each Office Independently

Owner and Operated

Office: (404) 321-3123
Fax: (404) 321-0051
Voice Mail: (770) 849-2692

E-mail: jokenney@earthlink.net
www.jokenney.com
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